12/04/2011

Did every clan/chiefdom have an

Traditional African education .
education system?

fi ltakes a whole village to raise a childo A Shujaa (1994) defines education as the process through
which values, aesthetics, spiritual beliefs, and all the
parts of a peopleds wunique ¢

Children were brought up largely-by.the ) .
Oht Up ‘eroemieil transmitted from one generation to the next.

process of socialization as opposed to the

process of individualisation. L .
' A Educationi s al so defined as the

) d one generation transmits its culture to the succeeding
Much of the learning that was going en was generationd or better still

almost uncaenseigus; the unstructured things a are prepared to live effectively and efficiently in their
child learns from his family, friends, village etc. envi r o nSifuaanandOtignde, 1994).

Think tank activity

When re-examined, what
aspects of the traditional
African education would still
be valuable today?
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It takes a global village to raise a child

today

This Bemba saying, Amano Mambulwa, means that one

can access knowledge from a variety of sources. According

to Mr. L. Kangwa this implies that a child today has access

to knowledge from a wide ranc
like the internet a student in Zambia now can access

knowledge and information anywhere, anytime. Unlike in

the past when a child could only rely on his or her

environment. Even where there is no internet, some

content and pedagogy can be saved on CDs and DVDs

and can be accessed offline.c¢

It takes a global village to raise a child
today

today

fi T iZambian student is today faced with what | am calling
the positive challenge in education. Gone are the days
when learning was dependent upon a classroom teacher,
or when the whole school would depend on the only few
text books in the library. Learning has become easier and
more available than ever bef¢c
access resources, information, data, books and even
lessons on several subjects through the internet, and other
e-learning programmes. In this way students are enabled to
learn not only from their teacher but from several world
resources, which are readily available online. Truly, slowly
it is taking the whole global village to impart knowledge and
raise a child. dMr. Sichinsambwe)

Blending traditional African education
and learning in the digital age

And this is what Mr. Msimuko Bright had to say:

oLearners need not only look to local teachers for answers

and explanations. The whole world has been made able to

offer solutions through internet. Generation of knowledge is

felt and used by anyone who is able to access the internet.

The global village is a legitimate teacher that should be
reached by all students in tF
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