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Kirkwood Students Take Apart Computers at WiderNet Project
IOWA CITY, Iowa—Students from Kirkwood Community College visited the WiderNet Project at the University of Iowa today to get experience in taking apart computers and troubleshooting.

“We learned how to install and reformat hard drives,” said Wesley Jedlicka of Cedar Rapids.

The students are in Kirkwood’s two-year Electronic Engineering Technology program.

“This is a great experience for them to learn how to erase hard drives, read system information and get familiar with the innards of the computers,” explained Jim Trepka, Kirkwood program instructor.  “Some of the computers are broken, so they’re getting experience trying to fix them too, Trepka added.

“My son’s computer is sitting at home broken, so now maybe I’ll be able to tackle it,” said John Ely of Cedar Rapids.
The WiderNet Project, a non-profit organization based at the UI, is improving digital communications in developing countries.   

 

“We distribute millions of digital library materials via the innovative eGranary Digital Library, train computer technicians and coach decision-makers in African universities, provide cutting-edge research on information technology issues facing the developing world and donate computer equipment to partner universities,” explained Cliff Missen, director of the WiderNet Project.. 

 

STORY CONTACT:  Cliff Missen, UI WiderNet Project director, (319) 335-2200. Email: missenc@widernet.org. and Jim Trepka, Kirkwood instructor, (319) 398-7146, Email: jim.trepka@kirkwood.edu.
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